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Cost Effective Design Using Precast 
There are countless ways to save cost on a precast project . . . whether it be a school, 
a high-end department store, or an office building. Designers who consider not only the 
first cost of the material and the initial designs of the project, but also consider how  
it will perform over the life of the structure and function in conjunction with other  
materials used on the project, take full advantage of precast. Here are our top five 
simple cost-saving solutions on every type of project.

1. Involve the precaster early. Members of PCI-IW relish the opportunity to join a 
project early in the design process, and become a member of the project team. Early 
involvement, and the decision to use precast from the start, can help control cost from 
the beginning – even the first decision of whether precast is the appropriate material for 
the project. Issues that the precaster will help the designer with include panelization, 
color and texture of the concrete, connections, the value of adding insulation. 

2. Repetition. Repetition can be useful for any material when it comes to cost. With 
precast, the repetition in the panelization, engineering, erection, and other issues can 
make the material more cost effective. With architectural precast, where forms are built 
specifically for the panels, minimizing changes in the forms and maximizing the number 
of castings from each mold can make a big difference in overall cost of the project.

3. Right-size the pieces. Precast pricing is determined primarily by the size of the 
pieces and piece repetition. The more pieces a project has, the more labor intensive it 
is – from manufacturing, to shipping and erecting. Therefore, as panel size increases, 
the square foot prices decreases. That said, the panel still must conform to shipping 
requirements. A local precaster can advise on piece size. 

4. Understand the advantage of the schedule. When weighing the costs of a project, 
precast concrete’s greatest advantage often comes in the schedule. For example, the 
erection schedule for Midwest Senior Living located in Romeoville, Illinois was cut 
significantly with precast. John Robinson of McShane Construction estimated that it 
would have taken an additional four weeks to pour wall panels onsite. The cost savings 
included cutting construction time and adding a month of income to the project.

5. Use precast with stone or brick veneer. Using precast as a back-up material to  
other products gives the aesthetic finish the designer is looking for, but is made  
possible using thinner sections and faster construction times. For example, Clarian IU 
Cancer Center in Indianapolis, Indiana used 900 panels from Lombard Architectural 
Precast Co., in a combination of brick and limestone clad panels that helped achieve 
the look the architect wanted to achieve. 

There are countless other ways to save money on design and construction of precast 
projects. For more tips on saving with precast, visit the PCI-IW website, and read the 
designers notebook “Design Economy” (see: http://www.pci-iw.org/resources/dn.cfm), 
find a precaster in your area to consult on a project or have PCI-IW in your office  
for a lunch and learn program. Call Marty McIntyre at (708) 386-3715 or email  
info@pci-iw.org.
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24 Marble St
Hammond, IN  44745

Calumet Flexicore  (Elizabeth Carlsson)
Tel: (219) 932-3340  Fax: (219) 932-3625 • • • • •

PO Box 910
1111 Menomonie St
Eau Claire, WI. 54703

County Materials Corp. (Chris Kirchner)
Tel: (715) 834-7701) Fax: (715) 834-5583
countymaterials.com

•

PO Box 810
1203 70th Ave
Roberts, WI. 54023

County Materials Corp. (Don Hall)
Tel: (715) 749-3927 Fax: (715) 749-3960
countymaterials.com

• • • • • • • • • • • •

702 N. Edwin St
Champaign, IL  61821

County Materials Corp.  (Scott Boma)
Tel: (217) 352-4181  Fax: (217) 352-9601
countymaterials.com

• •

EGYPTIAN

CONCRETE CO.

P.O. Box 488
Salem, IL  62881

Egyptian Concrete Co.  (Glenn Boresi)
Tel: (618) 548-1190  Fax: (618)548-1294
egyptianconcrete.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

100 Technology Lane
Paxton, IL  60957

High Concrete Group LLC  (Wes Dees)
Tel: 1-800-PRECAST  Fax: (937) 748-1759
highconcrete.com  cell: (614) 395-2828

• • • • • • • • • • • •

500 W. Market St
Burlington, WI  53105

J W Peters Inc.  (Bob Hassey)
Tel: (800) 877-9040  Fax: (262) 763-2779
jwpeters.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

251 Eastern Ave
Bensenville, IL  60106

JW Peters Sales Office  (Chuck Gilbert)
Tel: (630) 766-6731  Fax: (630) 766-6724
jwpeters.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

4245 West 123rd St
Alsip, IL  60803

Lombard Architectural Precast Products Co.   
(Floyd Page)
Tel: (708) 389-1060  Fax: (708) 389-1082
Email: fpage@lappco.com   lappco.com

• • • • • • • • • • • •

500 South Park Ave
South Beloit, IL 61080

Mid-States Concrete Industries  (Greg Fisher)
Tel: (800) 236-1072  Fax: (815) 389-2339
(Lynn Foster) Tel: (815) 378-8094
Email: sales@msprecast.com   msprecast.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

P.O. Box 412
230 McKinley Ave
Omro, WI  54963

Precast Concrete Specialties Inc.   
(John L. Schroeder)
Tel: (920) 685-2727  Fax: (920) 685-5402
Email: sales@precastinc.com   precastinc.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

2220 Route 176
Prairie Grove, IL  60012

Prestress Engineering Corp.  (Andy Keenan)
Tel: (815) 459-4545  Fax: (815) 459-6855
Email: info@pre-stress.com   pre-stress.com

• • • • • • • • • • • •

2448 Century Rd.
Green Bay, WI  54303

Spancrete  (Jeff Kiel)
Tel: (920) 494-0274  Fax: (920) 494-7901
Email: info@spancrete.com   spancrete.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

N16W23415 Stoneridge Dr.
Waukesha, WI  53188

Spancrete  (Greg Holewinski)
Tel: (414) 290-9000  Fax: (414) 290-9125
Email: info@spancrete.com   spancrete.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

2340 South Arlington Heights 
Rd., Suite 520
Arlington Heights, IL  60005

Spancrete of Illinois, Inc.  (Jim Clapper)
Tel: (847) 879-2100  Fax: (847) 879-2105
Email: info@spancrete.com   spancrete.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

16 Commercial Court
Glen Carbon, IL  62034

St. Louis Prestress, Inc.  (Jim Kovarik)
Tel: (618) 656-8934  Fax: (618) 656-8980
Email: jkovarik@keller-s.com

• • • • • • • • • • • •

Building Systems	 Building Products	 Bridge

Precast Lunch & Learn Programs
	 PCI of IL & WI offers several quality lunch & learn programs on precast concrete.  
Each program is registered for AIA credits, and includes a boxed lunch plus a set  
of PCI Reference Books for your firm library. In addition to offering Health Safety 
Welfare credits, we now offer a program that falls under the AIA Sustainable Design 
credit. 

	 Topics include everything from a basic introduction to precast to incorporating  
precast into a sustainable design project.

	 For information on scheduling one of these programs with your firm, contact  
Marty McIntyre at (708) 386-3715 or email info@pci-iw.org. 

www.pci-iw.org/focus
For change of address; corrections to existing information; new address or additions 
to existing information or, fax label with corrections to 708-386-5922.

We appreciate you assisting us in keeping you up to date.
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Marty McIntyre
Executive Director
P.O. Box 1477  .  Oak Park, IL 60304-0477
Tel: 708.386.3715  .  Fax: 708.386.5922 
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